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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL
HELD AT EAST COURT MANSION, EAST GRINSTEAD, ON MONDAY

2nd October 2017 AT 7.00 P.M.

Present: Councillor Mrs J Mockford (Town Mayor)
Councillor Whittaker (Deputy Town Mayor)
Councillors Mrs Belsey, Dabell, Favor, Hodges, Matthews, Mrs 
Mainstone, Mockford, Osborne, Reeves, Saull, Sweatman, Webster
and Wyan 

Others present:  Town Clerk and 2 Members of the Public.   

The Town Mayor opened the meeting and welcomed all.  

29 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

There were no questions.

30 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

Cllr Mrs Bennett        Unwell
Cllr Peacock              Away
Cllr Mrs Russell         Work Commitment

31 TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS OF 3rd July 
2017

RESOLVED: The minutes of the Town Council of 3rd July 2017 June 
2017 were accepted as a true copy and approved for signature by 
the Town Mayor.

32 TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL, OR PECUNIARY INTEREST.

There were no new declarations

33 THE TOWN MAYORS ANNOUNCMENTS

The Town Mayor started with a tribute to Cllr Mainstone, contributions from 
Councillors and staff had been shared with the Town Mayor including his willingness 
to go the extra mile for his residents, his preparedness for meetings and 
contributions to them; his questioning and clarification but always in a respectful and 
caring way. His riding around the town on his bike in his fluorescent jacket with 
bicycle clips, his contribution to the neighbourhood plan and his engagement with 
youngsters for their views and input.  She summed up that Bob was an exceptional 
Councillor and would be sorely missed by all.  She then invited everyone to stand 
and join in a minutes applause for the life of Bob, which all agreed was more 
cheerful and more “Bob” than a minute’s silence.     
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The Town Mayor the drew attention to the circulated list and in particular to the 
Sussex Summer School Dance which drew attendees from all over the world.  She 
had also attended the Guinea Pig, Jack Perry’s celebration of life service which had 
been most fitting. She also mentioned the District Council Chairman’s voluntary 
awards which she had been pleased to attend and see Steve Pond (EGTC 
nomination) recognised for his voluntary work in the Town along with other 
nominees.    

34 LEADER OF THE COUNCIL

I am sure Bob would have appreciated that round of applause as a mark of respect 
for a great friend and CLLR. We now have Cllr Mainstone's positions to be filled and 
welcome Fraser Visser, in the public gallery tonight, who is standing for Town Cllr on 
Imberhorne ward. We wish him every success in the election and hope he will add 
to our hard working conservative led Town Council.
We are at that time of Year where we have to set the budget for 18/19. We face 
challenging times ahead with possible highway project reductions and how we can 
see away forward to maintain those services for the benefit of East Grinstead. We 
also face requests from our community groups including a request from a local 
charity for the help of purchasing a building to suit their needs and our aspirations 
for St Margaret’s Loop and Railway approach
With regard to the District plan, it looks very likely that the Inspector will pass it in 
January. He has verbally agreed that the District Council can demonstrate a 5.2 
year housing land supply, with the strategic site being identified at Hassocks. Once 
the plan is approved, we must of course ensure that our Neighborhood plan remains 
compliant with District Plan policies

The report was noted

35 TO DISPOSE OF ANY BUSINESS OUTSTANDING FROM THE LAST MEETING

There was none

36 TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF COMMITTEES AS FOLLOWS: -

Date Page Nos Minute Nos

a) Planning 10-7-17 33-40 86-92
b) Planning 31-7-17 41-46 93-100
c) Planning 21-8-17 47-57 101-108
d) Public Services 7-9-17 58-62 109-118
e) Planning 11-9-17 63-68 119-125
f) Amenities & Tourism 14-9-17 69-71 126-134
g) Finance & General Purposes 21-9-17 72-75 135-151

The Chairman of Planning highlighted that there had been 4 meetings and 88 
applications considered.   Updates on Travelodge, Queens Walk development / 
Tandridge DC Plan and the Mid Sussex DC plan have been received.  Applications 
for 63 houses on Crawley Down Road, the former Central Sussex college building in 
Queens Road, Cedar Lodge and Lingfield Lodge have all been considered.  He said 
that we look forward to the Mid Sussex Plan going forward and the development of 
the new SHELA  (Strategic Housing and Environmental Land  Allocations) 
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document. He thanked the Committee, members of public and staff for contributions 
in the meetings. 

In the absence of the Chairman of Public Services the Vice Chairman proposed the 
minutes of the September Public Services Committee making particular reference to 
the draft drought consultation, men’s sheds, St Luke’s access ramp (which is 
agreed to be resolved) and the Railway Station disabled access. 
In answer to a question the Men’s Sheds were explained in the context of a social 
group for predominantly men who were less likely to join traditional social groups. 

In the absence of the Chairman of Amenities and Tourism and as the Vice 
Chairman had not attended the meeting Cllr Sweatman proposed the minutes of the 
Amenities and September Tourism Committee. Highlighting the successful East 
Court Live and Feast Grinstead events. 

The Chairman proposed the Finance and General Purposes Committee minutes 
and asked Cllr Wyan to give a brief update on the EG Sports Club.  He advised that 
the contract was let to Wave leisure who had taken over and hit the ground running 
with new signs, new lockers, communication to members and have already 
organised some consultation for improvements.  He was pleased to also report that 
there were some governance changes to the charity which would allow all the main 
sports clubs and activities that are run through the club to have a seat on the 
governing board. This was all seen as very positive and good progress. 

In answer to a question as to how many youngsters use the club, it was stated that 
while the exact numbers were not known, a thousand would be likely. It was also 
commented that the Town Council were supportive of the Sports Club which had 
recently brought many tens of thousands to sports clubs in the town through the 
bidding consultancy, along with supporting the Youth Council, the Mid Sussex 
Playday, and directly supporting community and youth sports groups through the 
revenue grants. The Town Council was very supportive of youth activity and 
delighted that the sports club had a secure future.       

RESOLVED : To approve the minutes of the above Committees 
and to confirm the decisions contained within them.

37 TO ANSWER QUESTIONS PURSUANT TO STANDING ORDER 9, IF ANY.

There were none.

Cllr Reeves arrived at this point 

38 COMMITTEE MEETING DATES

The Committee noted the changes  

39 TO AUTHORISE THE SEALING OF THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS

RESOLVED: 1)To seal the Grants of Exclusive Right of burial 
numbers 2117, 2118, 2119, 2120, 2121, 2122, 2123, 
2124 and 2125.
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40 STANDING ORDERS
The Chairman introduced the draft set of revised standing orders and financial 
regulations and noted the two minor changes since the draft was last circulated. 

RESOLVED: To approve the draft standing orders and financial 
regulations for immediate adoption    

41 TO APPOINT A REPRESENTATIVE TO AN OUTSIDE ORGANISATION

RESOLVED: That Cllr N Mockford would replace Cllr Matthews on the 
East Grinstead in Bloom Committee for the remainder of the 
financial year

Cllr Hodges left the meeting at this point as he had a charity function to attend 

42 PRINCIPAL COUNCIL UPDATE

The Town Mayor welcomed Councillor Heidi Brunsdon representative of the 
Imberdown division of West Sussex County Council which includes the East 
Grinstead Town Council ward of Imberhorne.     

She advised that the Imberhorne Lane road calming programme (funded by the 
oaks development)  is at consultation and will be delivered in this financial year. 

The Road space audit which has been agreed for East Grinstead will highlight the 
future parking needs for the town will include stakeholder workshops. It will result in 
a  plan for implementation.  Any reviews of TRO (traffic regulation orders) and CPZ 
(controlled parking zones) will take place after this plan has been published. 

The next CLC meeting is on 7th November 2017 one item they wish to hear on is the 
proposals for the reduced subsidy for school transport. This was included In the 
Town Councils internal newsletter last week and Councillors are encouraged to 
respond to the consultation. 

Footpath improvements have occurred across East Grinstead during the summer. 
Matters reported to WSCC have been resolved, in some cases with consultation 
and in others with work being rectified.  

Utilities works are scheduled and she has been working with the Officers to ensure 
that there are adequate advance notice signs, diversions that are not creating rat 
runs in the residential areas and as far as possible minimal disruption.    

The Winter Maintenance plan will be the same as previous years and are now in 
place.

Welbeck Homes are promoting a site on Imberhorne Farm for development, 
however it is not in the plan for either West Sussex or Mid Sussex Councils. West 
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Sussex are considering the highways impacts of the proposal and a further update 
is expected in 6-8 weeks. 

The CLC has asked the officers to find the money to replace the stolen SID (there 
were two in West Sussex). As the Northern CLC paid for this SID they were 
dismayed at the lack of insurance and have requested the officers to replace the 
equipment.       

School places for next year open today.

WSCC have suspended charges for DIY Waste as new guidance was expected. 
This guidance has not materialised and therefore it is for the cabinet member to 
determine whether he will re-introduce the charges or consider a different scheme. 

Questions on the matters raised were directed to the Member who replied where 
she could.   She agreed to take back to County a request for the new highways 
contract to include adequate inspections post work to ensure that quality was 
uppermost.  

She was thanked for taking the time to attend and give an update on the work at 
county which helps to inform the Town Councils own activities.       

The Town Mayor announced that the next meeting for full Council was due to be 
held on Monday 8th January 2018 at 7pm. she then invited all to join her for
refreshments in the Mayor’s Parlour and the meeting ended at 8.00pm.

SIGNED:

TOWN MAYOR


